
 

 

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR OF CREDIT RESEARCH SHANNON O’MARA  
NAMED ONE OF INVESTMENT NEWS’ WOMEN TO WATCH 

 
 As one of 20 winners, Shannon was chosen from several hundred nominations for her leadership, 

contributions and impact in the industry 
 Shannon O’Mara founded the Undergraduate Women’s Investment Network (UWIN) in 2015 

 

BOSTON (November 18, 2019) – Loomis, Sayles & Company, an affiliate of Natixis Investment Managers, 
announced today that InvestmentNews has recognized Shannon O’Mara as a 2019 Women to Watch 
honoree. 
 
Shannon was selected from several hundred nominations for her leadership, contributions and impact in 
the industry. Each of the 20 women included on the fifth annual InvestmentNews Women to Watch list 
were chosen through a “rigorous selection process designed to identify women who possess leadership 
skills, the ability to effect change in the industry, a willingness to share their expertise with other women, 
and are committed to giving back to the community.” 
 
“We are proud to see Shannon included on the 2019 InvestmentNews Women to Watch list. This honor 
highlights her outstanding leadership and tireless efforts in addressing gender diversity in our industry,” 
said Kevin Charleston, chief executive officer. “Through her leadership and willingness to help others, 
Shannon has also earned the respect and gratitude of her colleagues, industry peers and mentees.” 

Shannon O’Mara is a vice president and associate director of credit research at Loomis, Sayles & 
Company. She founded the Undergraduate Women’s Investment Network (“UWIN”) in 2015 to attract 
and recruit women to investment management careers through mentorship and internship opportunities. 
In addition to this program and her credit research coverage, she has management responsibility for 
junior-level research staff and partners with the director of credit research on management of the 
department. 

The 2019-2020 academic year marks the fifth year of UWIN, with 40 women participating in the 
mentorship and internship programs this year. Shannon developed and launched the program after she 
noticed a startling trend; women were only 18% of the applicant pool for junior-level research positions. 
The UWIN program offers mentorship and internship opportunities to female undergraduate students 
from Bentley University and the University of Massachusetts, Boston. Since its launch, 123 women have 
participated in UWIN. Of those participants who have graduated and shared their full-time employment 
information, nearly 60% are working within investment management. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION: SHANNON O’MARA, CFA  
 

Shannon O’Mara is a vice president and associate director of credit research at Loomis, Sayles & 
Company. She covers the home construction and building materials industries. Shannon also manages the 
junior credit research staff, including the credit research training program. Additionally, she founded the 
Undergraduate Women’s Investment Network (“UWIN”) in 2015 to attract and recruit women in 
investment management careers through mentorship and internship opportunities. Shannon began her 
investment industry career in 1993 and joined Loomis Sayles in 1998. Prior to Loomis Sayles, she was a 
credit risk manager and lending officer at J.P. Morgan. Shannon earned a BA in economics from the 
University of Rochester and management certificates in finance and accounting from the William E. 
Simon School of Business at the University of Rochester. 

 
 

https://www.loomissayles.com/website/about-us/undergraduate-womens-investment-network


 

 

 

CONTACT:  

 

Orla O’Brien 
(617)478-7480 
oobrien@loomissayles.com 

 

 
ABOUT LOOMIS SAYLES 

Since 1926, Loomis, Sayles & Company has helped fulfill the investment needs of institutional and mutual fund 
clients worldwide. The firm’s performance-driven investors integrate deep proprietary research and integrated risk 
analysis to make informed, judicious decisions. Teams of portfolio managers, strategists, research analysts and 
traders collaborate to assess market sectors and identify investment opportunities wherever they may lie, within 
traditional asset classes or among a range of alternative investments. Loomis Sayles has the resources, foresight and 
the flexibility to look far and wide for value in broad and narrow markets in its commitment to deliver attractive 
sustainable returns for clients. This rich tradition has earned Loomis Sayles the trust and respect of clients 
worldwide, for whom it manages $286 billion * in assets (as of September 30, 2019). 
 
*Includes the assets of Loomis, Sayles & Co., LP, and Loomis Sayles Trust Company, LLC. Loomis Sayles Trust Company is a 
wholly owned subsidiary of Loomis, Sayles & Company, LP. 
 
ABOUT NATIXIS INVESTMENT MANAGERS 

Natixis Investment Managers serves financial professionals with more insightful ways to construct portfolios. 
Powered by the expertise of more than 20 specialized investment managers globally, we apply Active Thinking® to 
deliver proactive solutions that help clients pursue better outcomes in all markets. Natixis ranks among the world’s 
largest asset management firms1 ($917.1 billion/€802.1 billion AUM2).  
 
Natixis Investment Managers includes all of the investment management and distribution entities affiliated with 
Natixis Distribution, L.P. and Natixis Investment Managers S.A. Services/ products are not available to all investors 
in all jurisdictions.  
 
1 Cerulli Quantitative Update: Global Markets 2018 ranked Natixis Investment Managers as the 16th largest asset manager in the 
world based on assets under management as of December 31, 2017. 

 
2 Net asset value as of December 31, 2018. Assets under management (“AUM”), as reported, may include notional assets, assets 
serviced, gross assets and other types of non-regulatory AUM. AUM does not include Vega Investment Managers, which was 
transferred to Natixis Wealth Management in December 2018. 
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